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Dear  Parents, 

Welcome to a new school year. This booklet contains information on matters relating to the 

running of the school, programmes we offer and the well being, safety and good conduct of 

all our children. Please take a few minutes to read it and encourage your child/ren to realize 

the importance and necessity of co-operation and respectful behaviour at all times. 

Anne Moriarty, Principal.  

 

School Hours 
Official school hours are as follows: 9.20am. - 3.00 pm. 

Lunch 12.30 pm. - 1.00 pm. (12.30 – 12.40:  Eat lunch; 12.40 -1 p.m.  Playtime.) 

For Junior and Senior Infants, classes end at 2.00 pm. 

In the interest of child protection and safety do not leave child/ren alone in the yard in the 

mornings. Morning supervision begins at 9.10 a.m. 

The school has no responsibility for children who arrive before 9 a.m. in the morning. 

The school has responsibility for children after arrival off the bus and children that 

arrive subsequently (no earlier than 9.00 a.m.) and is also responsible for all children 

until they are off the school grounds (not later than 3.10pm). In the interest of safety for 

all children please do not park in the yellow box in front of the school gates. 

Parents of Junior / Senior Infants should arrange to meet their children at the school gate at 

2.00 pm. 

The BoM cannot take any responsibility for children returning to the school grounds after 

school hours unless it is for a school organized activity.  

 

School Transport 

Bus Eireann is responsible for the discipline and safety of pupils when travelling on 

school buses. 
Children using the school bus service should be continually reminded of safety when getting 

on and off the vehicle and of remaining in their seats at all times while the bus is moving. 

Use the seatbelts provided. Good behaviour on the bus is essential with no bad 

language/ bullying/fighting. 

Parents collecting children are asked not to park in the box at the gate. 

 

School phone calls 

Telephone Number: 094 9860924 

Office hours are as follows:  

Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday    9.00 a.m. – 12 Noon 

Thursday, Friday                         12 Noon  -   3 p.m. 

At all other times the Eircom answering service is available. You can leave a message and 

the relevant teacher will get back to you as soon as possible. 

 

Appointments with Teachers 
Please feel free to contact the school at any time but remember it is impossible for teachers 

to give their full attention during class time. A pre-arranged time would be suitable for all - 

lunch-time, 2pm. for infants or 3pm are acceptable. Please contact the Principal/Class 

Teacher/Office for an appointment. Please make sure your phone no. or a contact no. is 

given to the class teacher at the beginning of the school year in case your child gets sick or 

has an accident in school. It is the policy of the school to contact parents immediately in 

such cases. Please notify the school of updated telephone/mobile numbers. 

 



 

 

Welcome 

We welcome Catherine Coyle Special Education Teacher, Niamh Dolan, Class Teacher and 

Rachel Gormely, SNA to our staff. 

 

Party Invitations 

In the interest of inclusion, we ask that party invitations are not given out in school. It can 

put unnecessary pressure on parents. 

 

Book Fair 

Book fair will visit the school 9
th

 – 16
th

 October. 

 

Text a Parent 

Text a Parent is operating in the school. If your mobile number is not included, please let the 

school know immediately. 

 

Education Welfare Act 2000 ( Passed into law July 2002.) 

Essentially the Education Welfare Act is about promoting school attendance. The act places 

many statutory obligations on schools and parents. One such obligation requires the school 

to keep a record of each pupil’s attendances at school and the reasons for any failure to 

attend.                                                             

 

Duties of School Principal under the act 

The Education Welfare Officer must be informed in writing by the Principal where: 

               1.  A student is suspended for 6 days or more. 

               2.  A student is absent for an aggregate of 20 school days or  

                    more during the school year.                                           

3. A student is struck off from the school register; 

4. Where the student in not attending regularly. 

 

Duties of Parents under the act 

Under the act parents must let the school know in writing why their child is absent. 

Parents should use the School Homework Diary to communicate reasons for any absences 

from school. Likewise if a pupil has to leave school for any reason. These should be signed 

by parent/s and presented to the teacher on the first day back after said absences. Infant 

classes should communicate reasons etc. by letter to class teacher. The Principal must 

submit an annual report on the level of attendances at the school to the Education Welfare 

Officer. If a child has to leave school during the day he/she must be signed out by an adult. 

 

Share Your Talent 

If any parent or grandparent is interested in sharing your talent in a hobby (gardening, bee-

keeping, crafts, sports, history etc.), please contact the office. We’d love to hear from you! 

 

 

Uniform    

Pupils should wear the official school uniform which consists of a crested navy tracksuit 

top, blue t-shirt and navy bottoms (skirt/pinafore/trousers). Please put the child’s name on 

the tracksuit top and jacket/coat to prevent it being mislaid. 

 

 

 



 

Home-School Links 

It is our policy that home/school links be maintained and encouraged. Formal meetings 

between parents and class teachers are held in the 2nd term to review overall progress, 

behaviour and general interaction. Parents are circulated at regular intervals on home/school 

matters. An information booklet is sent to all parents at the start of the school year. Parents 

and ‘new’ children starting off are encouraged to visit the school and meet the teachers to 

familiarise themselves with their new environment.  

 

Primary Language Curriculum 

The New Primary Language Curriculum (both Irish and English) will be fully implemented 

for Junior Infants to 2
nd

 Class. 

 

CAPER (Children And Parents Enjoy Reading) 

This programme follows the same format as Shared Reading and will be run from 

Hallowe’en to Christmas. It will involve parents and pupils, guided by teachers, working 

together to improve reading skills.  Further information will be provided later. 

 

Literacy Lift off 

This is an intensive intervention programme of reading and writing which will give children 

lots of opportunities to read books at their level and will then lift their reading level in both 

reading and writing. It will run for a set number of weeks for  

2
nd

 /3
rd

 /4
th

 Classes in Term 1 and Senior Infants/1
st
 Class  in Term 2.  

 

Building Bridges to Understanding 

This programme involves a whole school strategic approach to comprehension instruction 

where teachers model and scaffold a number of comprehension strategies for and with 

pupils in all classes. The focus is on ‘reading for meaning’ rather than ‘reading to finish’. 

 

Reading Eggs 

The school has purchased licences for pupils from Infants to 2nd class to engage in a 

number of stimulating on-line literacy activities. Pupils have individual passwords so 

parents are encouraged to become involved in the activities at home. 

 

Reading Recovery 

Reading Recovery is available to our pupils in Senior Infants – 1
st
. This is a short term 

intensive early intervention for any child who is experiencing difficulties with literacy. 

Children receive 12 – 20 weeks of daily instruction in reading and writing. 

 

Numeracy is not limited to the ability to use numbers, to add, subtract, multiply and divide. 

Numeracy is the ability to use mathematical understanding and skills to solve problems and 

meet the demands of day-to-day living in complex social settings. To have this ability, a 

young person needs to be able to make sense of data, to have a spatial awareness, to 

understand patterns and sequences, and to apply mathematical reasoning to solve problems. 

In St. Aiden’s we have begun to implement new programmes to incorporate the national 

strategy and will focus on problem-solving. 

 

 

Coding 

Pupils from 2
nd

 class upwards participate in online Computer Coding and Programming 

lessons throughout the year. 

 



Mata sa Rang 

This year will see continued implementation of this successful maths programme. Mata sa 

Rang is based on an international intervention programme which aims to put children back 

on track through one to one and small group intervention, raising the child's numerical 

understanding and building confidence. 

 

Aistear 

The Aistear programme continues to run in the Junior room. Aistear is an early childhood 

curriculum framework for children up to 6 years old. It allows all children to grow and 

develop as competent and confident learners. This is achieved by providing enjoyable and 

appropriately challenging learning experiences through constructive play.  

 

Health Promoting Schools 

As part of this HSE initiative, we continue working to improve  the overall health and well 

being of our school community. Focusing on healthy eating, physical activity and mental 

health, children are working on many activities including the building of our own chill-out 

space.  The children are also growing  their own vegetables. Parents are welcome to become 

involved in any of these activities with us. 

Healthy Eating Days: We have four ‘Healthy Eating Days’ or ‘Sweet Free Days’ (Monday 

to Thursday) in our school. In order to encourage healthy eating habits at a young age no 

sweets, chocolate, chocolate spread, chocolate cereal bars, lollipops, bars, biscuits, 

crisps or fizzy drinks etc. are allowed.  

On Friday a small bar and/or small sweet snack and/or crisps is sufficient 

In the interest of safety, please note that glass bottles, cans, chewing\ bubble gum, 

lollipops and hard sweets are not allowed in school at any time. 

As a DEIS School we are providing fruit, bottled water and milk for the children. As part of 

the Health Promoting Schools programme we actively encourage eating fruit and veg. as 

part of lunch every day. 

The school continues to run several successful social skills programme including Zippy’s 

Friends and Friends for Life (older pupils). The programmes are designed for children of all 

abilities. They promote emotional health of all children and strategies that are important to 

develop in order to cope in an ever increasing busy and stressful society. The programmes 

are taught in school. Your child’s teacher has been specially trained to teach each 

programme.   

The programmes do not tell children what to do. Instead they encourage them to think for 

themselves and to develop the skills to come up with their own solutions to problems. 

Children practise choosing solutions that not only help them cope with difficult situations 

but also respect other people. The Stay Safe and Walk Tall Programmes are also 

implemented. Children in all classes participate in Meditation and Mindfulness exercises on 

a regular basis. 

 

 

Personal Accident Insurance 2018/’19 

This year all children in the school have been insured for school activities only – 9.20 a.m. 

-3 p.m. Each Child pays €6. Please fill enclosed form.  A summary of the cover is 

attached. 



In the event of an accident or sudden illness during school hours, it is our policy to contact 

parents/guardians to take the child home. In the event of a serious accident/illness where 

parents cannot be contacted, it is our policy to contact medical services. 

 

Greens-Schools Project. 
We have recently earned our 9

th
 Green Flag. The main theme was marine environment, 

currently a very high profile issue with regard to plastic pollution in the marine 

environment. We are now working towards our 10
th

 Green Flag. We look forward to your 

support in maintaining environmental awareness and responsibility both in school and at 

home. See our school website for more Green Schools information. 

Teacher Absences  

 In the event of a teacher being absent from school, every effort will be made by the Board 

of Management to get a replacement. Failing this, parents will be advised in the interest of 

Health and Safety of the situation. 

School Website 

 The School Website www.monasteradenns.com  is being continually updated and is a great 

way for parents to keep abreast of what is happening in school and the different projects 

your children are involved in.  At different times throughout the year we will send an e-mail 

to parents with links to Our News and other articles, photos etc. 

School policies are available to read on the website. Please use your username and 

password to log on to the Parent Area for all School Policies and Plans. Child 

Protection, Anti-Bullying and Code of Behaviour policies in particular should be viewed by 

all parents. 

Film Making  

Classes from 2
nd

– 6
th

 were again involved in making some short animations and ‘real-time’ 

filming this year. ‘School Cartoonz’ hosts all of their animation creations   

www.schoolcartoonz.com.  ‘Aesops Modern Fables’ is our main feature film this year. In 

2018 ‘In Memoriam’ was very successful. It received two awards between Fresh Film and 

Fís and we were runner ups in ‘Film-makers of the Year’ award at the Fresh Film Festival in 

Limerick.  

 

Active schools 
The Active Schools Programme is a non-competitive initiative which seeks to recognise 

schools that strive to achieve a physically active and physically educated school community. 

Pupils are participating in a variety of physical activities during break times each day. Our 

Active Schools Week (September 17
th

 – 21
st
    ) highlights a number of activities that pupils 

can become involved in to get and stay physically and mentally fit, from yoga to hurling!  

See our website for more details. We are very proud to have been awarded our 2
nd

 Active 

Schools Award in 2017. 

 

 

Discover Science and Maths Award 

We continue work on Science and Maths projects. 

 

Assembly 

http://www.monasteradenns.com/
http://www.schoolcartoonz.com/


Each Friday at assembly pupils are selected for a variety of awards such as ‘Gaeilgeoir na 

Seachtaine’, ‘Neat Handwriting’and ‘Pupil of the Week’. This encourages pupils to speak 

more Irish, to be conscious of their handwriting and presentation every day and to be 

respectful and kind to each other in their interactions. 

 

Music instruments 

As part of our music curriculum we encourage all pupils to learn an instrument beginning 

with violin in 2
nd

 class. We currently have 22 violins rented to pupils. Pupils learn the tin-

whistle in 1
st
 Class and recorder in 5

th
 and 6

th
 classes. 

 

Policy Documents 

All Organizational and Curricular Policies are available on the school website . Child 

Safeguarding Statement (updated annually) is available in the school and also on the 

website. www.monasteradenns.com  

 

St. Aiden’s Procedures: Homework 

Homework is given on Mondays, Tuesdays, Wednesdays and Thursdays but not on Fridays 

with certain exceptions: 

 If homework has been neglected during the week. 

 In senior classes some project work is undertaken at weekends. 

Occasionally, at the discretion of the class teacher or the principal, children are given 

‘homework off’ as acknowledgement of some special occasion. 

 Parents / guardians of children from Senior Infants to 6
th

 class are required to sign 

homework notebook each night   

 Parents / guardians are requested to inform the teacher if for any reason a child   

cannot complete their homework. 

 Guideline target times for homework are as follows: 

(a) Junior / Senior Infants:             10 – 20 minutes 

(b) 1
st
 and 2

nd
 classes:  20 – 30 minutes 

(c)  3
rd

 and 4
th

 classes:  30 – 45 minutes 

(d)  5
th

 and 6
th

 classes:  45 – 60 minutes 

Homework fosters independence, self-reliance, self-esteem, co-operation, responsibility and 

life-long learning. It is an essential part of primary education as it re-enforces what children 

learn in school. It provides a link between teacher and parent and encourages parental 

involvement in their child’s education. In general, homework is meant to be achievable by 

a child working on their own to the best of their ability. It is normally prepared by the 

teacher in class. It can be used to practice what is done in school or can be designed to 

challenge children’s ability and provide opportunities for creativity. 

Homework Content: Usually, homework contains a balance between reading tasks, 

learning tasks and written tasks. This balance is not always possible and can vary 

considerably from day to day. However, it should be noted that homework time devoted to 

reading and learning is as important as written work. It is our policy in St. Aiden’s to give 

written work in one curricular area per night.  

Homework will regularly contain reading, spellings, tables, written work, pieces to be 

‘learned by heart’, drawing/colouring, collecting information/items and finishing work 

started in class. Children often feel that reading and ‘learning by heart’ is not real 

homework. Parents can play an important role in listening to reading and items to be 

learned, ensuring this work is done well. 

Pupils should: 

http://www.monasteradenns.com/


 Enter homework accurately in homework diary. 

 Ensure they take home relevant books and copies. 

 Complete homework assignments to the best of their ability. 

 Present written work neatly. 

 

Parents/Guardians should: 

 Encourage a positive attitude towards homework in all subjects from an early age. 

 Encourage children to work independently as far as possible. Resist over-helping. 

 Encourage children to organise themselves for homework. Have all books and 

materials to hand. The pupil should have the Homework Journal open to tick off 

work as it is completed. 

 Agree a suitable time for doing homework, taking into account of age, the need for 

playtime, relaxation and family time. 

 Provide a quiet place, suitable work surface, free from distractions, interruptions and 

T.V. 

 Encourage good presentation and neatness within a reasonable time. 

 Sign the homework diary (1st-6th classes) checking that all homework is complete. 

 Check that the child has all necessary books, homework journal, copies, pencils, 

mathematical equipment, dictionary, P.E. clothes, if needed for the next school day. 

 Communicate difficulties to the teacher using the homework journal. 

Teachers should 

 Set homework, review assignments and provide feedback to students. 

 Monitor homework to help identify pupils with special difficulties 

 

How often do teachers monitor homework? 

Ideally, teachers check homework on a daily basis. However, with large class numbers, it is 

not always possible to check each child’s homework journal every day. As children get 

older and learn to work independently, some items of homework are checked less often, e.g. 

every second day or once a week. Some items of homework (and class work) may be 

checked by children themselves, under the direction of the teacher. This can be a useful part 

of the learning process for children as it promotes responsibility and self esteem. 

What happens when Homework is not done? 

When homework is not done regularly the teacher contacts parents with a view to resolving 

the situation. If the situation continues, then the matter is brought to the attention of the 

Principal who will contact the parent(s) and arrange a meeting to discuss how the matter can 

be resolved. 

 

Restorative Practice 

We introduced a Restorative Practice approach to negative behaviour during 2018 after meetings 

with parents to introduce the approach. 

 

Restorative practices approach 

Every effort is put into communicating expected positive behaviours rather than waiting for 

negative behaviour to occur followed by consequential sanctions. The nature of the unacceptable 

behaviour will determine the strategy employed by the teacher. The degree of misdemeanours i.e. 

minor, serious or gross will be judged by the teachers and/or Principal based on a common sense 

approach with regard to the gravity/frequency of such misdemeanours. The Restorative Practice 

approach takes precedence over all school-imposed sanctions. 



Restorative Practice has been identified as a key element in promoting positive school climate and 

preventing bullying. School are encouraged by the DES to use a ‘restorative justice’ approach to 

address inappropriate behaviours. 

The Restorative Practice approach involves the following: 

 Asking for and listening to  pupil account of what happened (from all pupils involved) 

 Examining why the behaviour was engaged in 

 Exploring the impact of the behaviour on others 

  Identifying how the behaviour could been different 

 Pupils identifying a way(s) of restoring relations…ways to ‘make it up’ to the pupil/persons 

affected by the negative behaviour 

We see parents as key partners in education and vitally important to the success of this 

initiative. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

School Closures 2018 – 2019 

 

 

 

Thurs. 30
th

  Aug.           School reopens for all pupils. 

 

Thurs. 25
th

  Oct.            School closes for Mid-term Break. (Thurs. evening) 

 

Fri. 26
th

 Oct    School closed - used as Polling Station for Presidential Election 

 

Mon. 5
th

     Nov.           School reopens after Mid-term Break. 

 

Fri. 21
st
     Dec.             School closes for Christmas Holidays. (half day) 

 

Mon. 7
th

   Jan.                School reopens after Christmas Holidays. 

 

21
st
  and  22

nd
    Feb.        School closed for Mid-Term Break. 

 

Mon. 18
th

 March   In lieu of St. Patrick’s Day 

 

Fri. 12
th

  April           School closes for Easter Holidays  

 

Mon.22
nd

  April              School opens after Easter Holidays. 

 

Mon.6
th

    May              School closed. (May Bank Holiday) 

 

Mon. 3
rd

    June              School closed. (June Bank Holiday) 

 

Tues. 25
th

  June           School closes for summer holidays.  

 

 

Anyother closures will be communicated to parents by text as soon as they are arranged.   
 

Please be aware that head lice can occur at any time. Please let the school know immediately if 

your child is affected.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


